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Jack Hegarty, 20  
Young Social Pioneer  

Australia 

PAGE 23

departments

About this Issue:  This edition of YOUth takes a hard look at young people’s prospects, particularly in light of the global 
economic downturn, and offers a range of solutions to improve them. The young man on the cover represents the millions of 
young people who are on the threshold of adulthood. They are eager to learn, work, and lead to help build a better society but 
know they can’t do it alone. In the following pages, you will learn how leaders from every sector, including youth themselves, 
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Dear Friends, 

According to two World Bank economists writ-

ing in this fourth issue of  YOUth magazine, “As 

a world community, we simply cannot afford to 

abandon young people to the ups and downs 

of the global economy.” In part as a response, our “Spotlight” feature 

offers a top ten list of strategies that ensure young people develop the 

skills and have the opportunities to get a job or start a business—even 

in these difficult times. 

As the International Youth Foundation celebrates its 20th anni- 

versary, we devote special attention to leaders in the corporate, gov-

ernment, and NGO sectors who have supported youth development 

through the years. This issue’s “In Good Company” article documents 

IYF’s uniquely productive 10-year partnership with Nokia. Our “Policy 

Matters” article from Jordan’s Minister of Social Development under-

scores the vital importance of engaging young people as active citizens 

in their communities. 

I urge you to share this issue with your friends and colleagues. I also 

invite you to learn more about IYF’s 20-year history and our future by 

visiting our 2009 Annual Report website. Just one click provides access 

to the full range of our global activities—including the latest news, vid-

eos, success stories, program evaluations and publications. 

As we continue to dedicate ourselves to the challenge of securing 

better futures for young people worldwide, I take inspiration from the 

words of Emily Wanjiru, a 20-year-old graduate of an IYF/Microsoft 

job program in Kenya. “Nothing is really over until the moment we  

stop trying.”

100% 
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Mexico, Brazil and Spain supported 
through the Laureate International 
Universities network. 

10 Geneva, Switzerland
Two IYF YouthActionNet® Fellows, Reese 
Fernandez from the Philippines and 
Nnaemeka Ikegwuonu from Nigeria, 
are among five visionary youth leaders 
announced as winners of the inaugural 
Rolex Awards for Enterprise: Young 
Laureates Programme. Awardees were 
chosen from a pool of nearly 200 candi-
dates worldwide by an international jury 
of experts.

Latin America/Caribbean 

11 Ciudad Juarez & Tijuana, Mexico
Young people at risk in communities 
highly prone to violence and criminal 
activity are benefitting from strength-
ened and expanded after-school and 
summer programs that include life 

skills, employability, and entrepre-
neurship training as part of a new IYF 
initiative, Youth:Work Mexico. 

12 Mexico City, Mexico
US First Lady Michelle Obama holds  
a roundtable for Mexico’s youth leaders 
that includes three young social entre-
preneurs supported by IYF. Among them, 
Maritza Morales, a 2007 YouthActionNet® 
Fellow was also honored by the Univer-
sidad del Valle de Mexico’s Premio UVM, 
a national YouthActionNet® Institute in 
Mexico funded by the Sylvan/Laureate 
Foundation. 

13 Guatemala City, Guatemala 
IYF in partnership with USAID hosts 
learning conference as part of Obra,  
an employability initiative in Latin 
America and Caribbean designed to 
respond to US President Obama’s call 
at the 2009 Summit of the Americas for 
increased attention to youth unemploy-
ment in the region.

14 Bogotá, Colombia
IYF co-sponsors two-day learning 
event to explore innovative solutions to 
increase job opportunities for vulner-
able youth in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Supported by the World 
Bank, USAID and the MIF, the event 
attracts120 experts, practitioners, and 
key stakeholders across the region.

15 Lima, Peru
The Peruvian National Congress 
approves the creation of a Congres-
sional Committee dedicated to advance 
policies and laws to end child labor— 
a goal advocated by IYF’s ¡Prepárate! 
program, which aims to raise awareness 
about the problem in Peru and establish 
workable solutions.

North America 

16 Washington, DC, United States
IYF’s Susan Pezzullo and Laura Bures 
lead session at the “Making Cents  
International” Conference on Global 
Youth Enterprise Livelihoods Devel-
opment 2010, with a focus on IYF’s 
learnings and best practices in global 
youth employment programs.

 
To mark its 20th anniversary,  

IYF convenes a Youth Leadership and 
Livelihoods Conference in the Fall. Key 
business, government and NGO leaders 
identify best practices and debate new 
strategies to keep youth at the forefront 
of the global agenda. Finland’s former 
President, Martti Ahtisaari, the 2008 
Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, gives 
keynote address.

17 New York, United States 
IYF joins civil society organizations 
around the globe in celebrating the  
UN’s 2010 International Year of Youth, 
which promotes efforts to harness the 
energy, imagination and initiative of 
young people in overcoming challenges 
facing mankind. 

IYF AROUND THE WORLD
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MY OPINION

Young people under the age of 29 comprise a staggering 
63% of the population. It’s imperative that they be sensitized 
to others’ beliefs and mobilized to promote intercultural 
understanding, interfaith harmony, and peace. 

All of our major cities are made up of mixed populations. 
A majority is Muslim. Religious minorities include Christians, 
followed by Hindus, Ahmadies, Sikhs, and others. Although 
majority and minority peoples have lived together for many 
years, there are those who live in isolation. Lack of interac-
tion only increases misconceptions and myths. 

The people of Pakistan in general, and young people in 
particular, are understandably emotional about their faith, 
which is often misused by fundamentalist and extremist 
tribal, political, and religious leaders. Social issues are often 
represented as religious issues to create barriers among 
sects and religions. Hundreds of religious educational institu-
tions promote fundamentalism in the name of religion, using 
it to achieve political ends. 

Due to this troubling situation, an incident of religious 
conflict in one area of Pakistan increases tensions between 
both majority and minority groups in other regions as well. 
A recent example is the manipulation of young people by 
extremists in the North-West Frontier Province, resulting in 
suicide attacks and other terrorist activities leading the army 
to take action. 

These conflicts aside, many young people belonging to 
different religious groups want to interact in positive, healthy 
ways. They want to live in a tolerant society. To do so, they 
need more opportunities for interaction and to build their 
capacities for mutual understanding and respect.

To address these needs, the Chanan Development  
Association (CDA), a youth-led organization I founded in 2006, 
launched Youth-PEACE, a peer education and awareness 
campaign designed to reduce extremism. Our goal: to create 
a culture of equality, acceptability, and tolerance among youth 
based on democratic, non-violent, peaceful principles. 

During the pilot phase, we are training 1,350 young peer 
educators as peace builders. These youth will reach some 
5,000 young people living in provincial capitals countrywide. 
CDA will create safe spaces where these young people can 
interact and explore each others’ religions, cultural values, 
and concepts of peace through exchange visits. These activi-
ties were concluded in June 2010 with the first ever Youth 
Peace Festival. Following that event, we will expand the 
campaign to at least 25 additional districts. 

We know from experience the pivotal role young people 
can play in nurturing peace. Not long ago, we led a process in 
one community in which Christians invited Muslims to break 
the Ramadan fast at their church, the first time in which 
Muslim community members had visited any church in the 
area. The event started with a recitation of the Holy Quran 
followed by a peace message from the Holy Bible. Speakers 
shared examples of how the Holy Prophet Muhammad and 
Jesus Christ spread their messages of peace. Participants 
were given the chance to focus on values they hold in com-
mon and not on their differences. 

We recognize that one of the best ways of promoting peace 
is to celebrate our collective heritage and shared values. For 
this, young people need opportunities to learn and spaces to 
positively interact with each other. 

Based on its cultural heritage, natural beauty, and diverse citizenry, Pakistan is one 

of the most unique countries in the world. Yet the current generation of Pakistani youth 

lacks opportunities to explore their cultural and religious values with their peers in 

their own communities or with those living in different regions across the country.

Muhammad Shahzad Khan is 
Founder and Executive Director 
of the Chanan Development 
Association and a 2009 
YouthActionNet® Fellow.

MUHAMMAD
SHAHZAD KHAN
AGE 24
LAHORE, PAKISTAN

photograph courtesy muhammad shahzad Khan



ONE CEO’S WINNING FORMULA
Imagine a global 
network of youth 
leadership programs 
dedicated to equip-
ping young social 
entrepreneurs with 
the knowledge and 
skills to dramatically 
increase the impact 

of their social change work. And what if 
that network enabled young leaders to 
collaborate with their peers—locally and 
internationally—like never before.

The YouthActionNet® Global  
Network is fast becoming a reality thanks 
to the vision and commitment of IYF 
Board Chair Doug Becker. As Chairman 
and CEO of Laureate Education, Inc., 
Doug oversees a global network of more 
than 50 campus-based and online institu-
tions of higher education in 24 countries 
that reach nearly 600,000 students. 
Together, Laureate and IYF are working 
to expand IYF’s YouthActionNet® program 
throughout the Laureate International 
Universities network. 

Just as important as delivering quality 
education to young people is address-
ing urgent needs in the community. 
Laureate’s corporate social responsibility 
strategy reinforces the company’s overall 
commitment to youth. In the wake of 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks on the U.S., for 
example, the Sylvan/Laureate Founda-
tion worked with IYF to establish a 
scholarship fund for children of victims. 

Following the Asian tsunami, the Sylvan/
Laureate Foundation once again stepped 
forward to help rebuild young lives by 
supporting budding entrepreneurs with 
good ideas. 

Now, Sylvan/Laureate Foundation- 
supported youth leadership institutes 
are flourishing at four Laureate 
universities—in Brazil, Spain, Mexico, 
and Turkey—with more on the way. One 
of the young leaders to participate in 
the Brazil program—24-year-old Cecília 
Mendes Barros—empowers disadvan-
taged youth in São Paulo to rehabilitate 
historic buildings. Through the fellowship 
she received at Universidade Anhembi 
Morumbi, Cecília took part in a four-
month course led by professors and local 
experts and received a grant to support 
her social change work. 

For Doug and the Laureate International 
Universities network, investing in today’s 
young leaders isn’t just the right thing 
to do—it’s a smart way of leveraging 
the creative ideas and passion of today’s 
youth to achieve far greater impact. 
Moreover, it’s about applying university 
expertise to pressing social issues. 
Through the Laureate International Univer-
sities network, young leaders like Cecília 
now have the opportunity to ‘grow’ their 
projects and collaborate with their peers 
at home and abroad.

For Doug, it’s a winning formula that’s 
worked time and time again. 

Join the Chairman’s Challenge  
As IYF Board Chair, Doug Becker invites you to 
join him in ensuring that today’s youth have oppor-
tunities to learn, work, and lead. Doug established 
a challenge grant where he will match gifts of 
US$1,000–$10,000 to fund urgent program needs. 
Doug will also match the first US$100,000 gift 
or pledge to IYF’s endowment to ensure future 
generations of young people become healthy, 
productive, and engaged citizens. 

To participate in the Chairman’s Challenge, 
contact Dawn Lozada Baker: d.baker@iyfnet.org.

Four Laureate Universities [above] are currently 
implementing youth leadership programs in  
partnership with IYF—with more on the way.

Cecília Mendes Barros [above], 
24, is among 120 young leaders 
to receive training and support 

through Laureate-based 
YouthActionNet® programs. In 
2008, she was honored with an 

“Iam” Fellowship by Universidade 
Anhembi Morumbi in Brazil—a 

member of the Laureate 
International Universities network. 

Through Oficina-Escola de Artes  
e Oficios, Cecilia equips  

low-income youth [left] to 
rehabilitate historic buildings. 
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Educated, employed, and engaged young people have 
the potential to solve the world’s toughest problems.

For 20 years, the International Youth Foundation 
has been helping youth learn, work, and lead.

With your help we can do even more. Join us.


